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EDUC 640
History of American Higher Education 

Tuesdays, 2-4 pm
Jonathan Zimmerman
Office Location: GSE, 3700 Walnut Street, Room 429
Office Hours: Mondays-Tuesdays, 4-5 p.m. and by appointment
Office Phone: 215-898-5672
E-mail: zimmj@gse.upenn.edu
This course will explore controversies and dilemmas surrounding American higher education, from its birth into the present. What is the purpose of post-secondary schooling? How has its goals and objectives changed, across time and space? What should higher education do, and for whom? And how can it be reformed to meet itsdiverse purposes and constituencies? Topics of discussion will include affirmative action, “political correctness,” fraternities and sororities, sexual assault and safety, online education, student debt, and the recent trend towards “college for all.” 
COURSE REQUIREMENTS
1. Reading: Each week, I will assign 100-200 pages of reading, from the following books:
Elizabeth Armstrong and Laura T. Hamilton, Paying for the Party: How College 


Maintains Inequality (Harvard, 2015)
Richard Arum and Josipa Roksa, Academically Adrift: Limited Learning on College 


Campuses (Chicago, 2010)

Robert Cohen, Freedom’s Orator: Mario Savio and the Radical Legacy of the 1960s 


(Oxford, 2009)
Jerome Karabel, The Chosen: The Hidden History of Admission and Exclusion at 


Harvard, Yale, and Princeton (Houghton Mifflin, 2005)

Christopher P. Loss, Between Citizens and the State: The Politics of American Higher 


Education in the 20th Century (Princeton, 2012)
John R. Thelin, A History of American Higher Education, 2nd ed. (Johns Hopkins, 2011)
Craig Wilder, Ebony and Ivy: Race, Slavery, and the Troubled History of America’s 


Universities (Bloomsbury, 2014)
Jonathan Zimmerman, Campus Politics: What Everyone Needs to Know (Oxford, 2015)

I will also assign a few articles and book chapters, which will be available on “Canvas.” Please note: I expect you to do all the assigned reading, on time.
2. Point of View (POV) Papers: On alternating weeks, I will ask you to hand in a brief (750-1,000 words, maximum) paper that explores the critical issues or dilemmas in the reading. Please note: I do not accept late POV Papers.
3. Discussion Questions: On all other weeks, I will ask you to hand in 3-5 discussion questions about the assigned readings. Like your POV papers, your questions should identify and explore the key issues or dilemmas in the reading; the only difference is that you don’t have to answer them! Please note: I do not accept late Discussion Questions.

4. Final Paper: On May 1, one week after our last class, I’ll ask you to hand in 15-25 page paper on the following theme: You have been asked to give a lecture to the Association of American Colleges and Universities, entitled: “Lessons of the Past? How History Can Help Us Improve Higher Education.” Please produce the first draft of your remarks.
5. Attendance: In this course, we want everyone to learn from each other. So it is imperative that you prepare for--and attend--every class, on time. If an emergency forces you to be tardy or absent, please notify me (by phone or e-mail) beforehand.
6. Laptop Policy: In light of recent research showing that laptops distract other students—not just the laptop user—I have finally decided to prohibit them from my classroom. If you have a disability that requires you to use a laptop, of course I will gladly make an exception. Otherwise, please don’t bring one to class.

GRADING

Weekly POV Papers and Discussion Questions: 50%
Final Paper: 30%
Discussion/Participation: 20%
COURSE SCHEDULE

January 16: Course Introduction

January 23: Colonial and Early National Roots (DISCUSSION QUESTIONS DUE)

Thelin, History of Higher Education, chapters 1-3
January 30: Slavery, Race, and Higher Education (POV PAPER DUE)

Wilder, Ebony and Ivy
February 6: The Rise of the Research University (DISCUSSION QUESTIONS DUE)

Thelin, History of Higher Education, chapter 4

Julie Reuben, “Value-Free Science,” in The Making of the Modern University: Intellectual Transformation and the Marginalization of Morality (Chicago, 1996), 176-210 (pdf on Canvas)
   
Hugh Hawkins, “University Identity: The Teaching and Research Functions,” in the Organization of Knowledge in Modern America, 1860-1920, ed. Alexandra Oleson and John Voss (Johns Hopkins,  1970), 285-312 (pdf on Canvas)
February 13: The Rise of the “Mass” University (POV PAPER DUE)

Thelin, History of Higher Education, chapters 5-6


Loss, Between Citizens and the State, chapters 2-3


February 20: World War II and the Cold War (DISCUSSION QUESTIONS DUE)

Loss, Between Citizens and the State, Chapters 4 and 5

Ellen Schrecker, “Academic Freedom and the Cold War,” Antioch Review 38:3 (Summer 1980), 313-327.

Sidney Hook, “Heresy, Yes—But Conspiracy, No” New York Times, 9 July 1950, at https://www.dissentmagazine.org/wp-content/files_mf/1390433798d15Hook.pdf.
February 27: Student Protest, I: The Free Speech Movement and its Legacy (POV PAPER DUE)

Cohen, Freedom’s Orator
March 6: NO CLASS
March 13: Student Protest, II: Race and Gender (DISCUSSION QUESTIONS DUE)
   

Loss, Between Citizens and the State, Chapter 6 & Conclusion


Biondi, Black Revolution on Campus, Chapters 1-2 (pdf)
March 20: Creating the Selective College: From Exclusion to Affirmative Action (POV PAPER DUE)

Karabel, The Chosen, 77-138, 410-448, 483-558
March 27: Historically Black Institutions: Past and Present (DISCUSSION QUESTIONS DUE)

Charles Dorn, For the Common Good: A New History of Higher Education in America (Cornell, 2017), 151-170 (pdf)


Biondi, Black Revolution on Campus, Chapter 5 (pdf)


Christopher Jencks and David Riesman, “The American Negro College,” Harvard Educational Review 37:2 (1967), 3-60.

Marybeth Gasman, “Salvaging ‘Academic Disaster Areas’: The Black College Response to Christopher Jencks and David Riesman’s 1967 Harvard Educational Review Article,” Journal of Higher Education 77:2 (March/April 2006), 317-352.
April 3: Community Colleges (POV PAPER DUE)

Steven Brint and Jerome Karabel, The Diverted Dream: Community Colleges and the Promise of Educational Opportunity in America (Oxford, 1989), 23-66, 205-232 (pdf)


Dorn, For the Common Good, 200-225 (pdf)

Professor X, “In the basement of the ivory tower,” Atlantic, June 2008. (pdf)
April 10: What Are We Learning? (DISCUSSION QUESTIONS DUE)

Arum and Roksa, Academically Adrift
April 17: Social Class on Campus (POV PAPER DUE)

Armstrong and Hamilton, Paying for the Party
April 24: Politics on Campus (DISCUSSION QUESTIONS DUE)

Zimmerman, Campus Politics
May 1: FINAL PAPER DUE

