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EDUC 545.009
The Culture Wars and American Education: 
Historical and Contemporary Perspectives

Monday, 2-4 p.m.
Jonathan Zimmerman
Office Location: GSE, 3700 Walnut Street, 4th floor
Office Hours: Mondays-Tuesdays, 4-5 p.m. and by appointment
Office Phone: 215-898-6307
E-mail: JLZIMM@aol.com
This course will examine "culture wars" in American education over the past two centuries, focusing especially on battles over religion, race, and sex. How and why did schools become an arena of cultural conflict in the United States? How have these debates changed over time? And how can historical analysis shed new light upon our present-day disputes and dilemmas? Special topics will include sex education, bilingual education, school prayer, homeschooling, and evolution/creationism. 
COURSE REQUIREMENTS
1. Reading: For each week, I will assign 100-250 pages of reading, from the following books:

James W. Fraser, Between Church and State: Religion and Education in a 

Multicultural America, 2nd ed. (Johns Hopkins University Press, 2016)
Karen Graves, And They Were Wonderful Teachers: Florida’s Purge of Gay and 

Lesbian Teachers (University of Illinois Press, 2009)
Rob Kunzman, Write These Laws on Your Children: Inside the World of 

Conservative Christian Homeschooling (Beacon, 2010)
Adam Laats and Harvey Siegel, Teaching Evolution in a Creation Nation 

(University of Chicago Press, 2016)

Natalia Mehlman Petrzela, Classroom Wars: Language, Sex, and the Making of 

Modern Political Culture (Oxford University Press, 2015)
Catherine Ross, Lessons in Censorship: How Schools and Courts Subvert 

Students’ First Amendment Rights (Harvard University Press, 2015)
Jonathan Zimmerman, Whose America? Culture Wars in the Public Schools 

(Harvard University Press, 2002)

Jonathan Zimmerman, Too Hot to Handle: A Global History of Sex Education 

(Princeton University Press, 2015)

I will also assign a small number of shorter articles, accessible on the Web. Please note: I expect you to do all of the assigned reading, on time. 
2. Why it Matters (WIM) Papers: Each week, except for the last three sessions, I will ask you to hand in a brief (750-1,000 words, maximum) paper that identifies a key issue, theme, or dilemma in the assigned reading and frames a response to it. Why does the reading matter? To whom? How might it alter the way we look at schools or the culture wars, in the past or the present? My major criteria in evaluating these papers will be the clarity of your analysis and way you draw examples from the reading to illustrate it. Please note: I do not accept late WIM Papers.
3. Classroom presentation: During the last three class sessions, I will ask you to present research on a contemporary educational culture war and to situate that research in historical context. How does your issue echo or depart from prior culture wars? And how might a historical perspective shed new light upon it? We will divide up dates and topics during the early weeks of the course, so everyone presents on a different subject; that way, we can all learn from each other. Possible topics include (but aren’t limited to!) 
The school calendar: whose holidays count?

Christmas celebrations in schools

Cinco de Mayo celebrations in schools

Advanced Placement U.S. and World History courses/exams 

teaching about Christianity, Judaism, and the Bible in schools
teaching about Islam in schools
teaching about the “war on terrorism” in schools

teaching about the Iraq and Afghanistan wars in schools

teaching about “The Founding Fathers” in schools

teaching about race and policing in schools

teaching about guns and the Second Amendment in schools

ethnic studies courses in schools

the Pledge of Allegiance and flag ceremonies

“moment of silence” ceremonies in schools

yoga in schools
transgenderism: the “Bathroom Wars” and beyond
drug education in schools
drug testing in schools

 “sexting” and schools
school provision of contraceptives

“virginity pledges” in schools

student religious clubs in schools
teacher religious expression (and proselytizing) in schools

loyalty oaths/pledges for teachers in schools

student on-line behavior

teacher on-line behavior

gay/trans themes in the curriculum

gay/trans teachers in schools

The Confederate flag in schools
Re-naming schools named after Robert E. Lee or other controversial figures
dress codes

school mascots

school proms

teaching about climate change in schools
Halloween in schools

prayer at football games
prayer at graduation ceremonies

For other ideas—and for information on all of these conflicts—a great source is the Cato Institute’s “Public Schooling Battle Map”, at http://www.cato.org/education-fight-map. I’d also recommend Trey Key’s outstanding ratio documentary series, “Us and Them,” at http://usandthempodcast.com, as well as Adam Laats’ cleverly named blog, “I Love You But You’re Going to Hell” (on education and the culture wars) at https://iloveyoubutyouregoingtohell.org.
4. Final Paper: On December 19, I will ask you to hand in a 15-25 page paper on the same topic as your presentation, and with the same goal: to examine a hot-button contemporary educational culture war in historical perspective. Please note: I do not accept late Final Papers.

5. Attendance Policy: In this course, I want to make sure that we all learn from each other. So I expect you to attend all of the classes. If you are unable to make a class, please inform me beforehand. 

6. Laptop Policy: In light of recent research showing that laptops distract other students—not just the laptop user—I have finally decided to prohibit them from my classroom. If you have a disability that requires you to use a laptop, of course I will gladly make an exception. Otherwise, please don’t bring one to class.

GRADING
Weekly WIM papers: 40%
Final presentation/paper: 40%
Discussion/Participation: 20%

COURSE  SCHEDULE
September 12: Course Introduction
September 19: Religion in the Schools, I: the 19th century
   Fraser, Between Church and State, Chapters 1-5
September 26: The Progressive Era: Sex, Alcohol, Language
   Julian B. Carter, “Birds, Bees, and Venereal Disease: Toward an Intellectual History of Sex Education,” Journal of the History of Sexuality 10 (2001), 213-249.
   Jeffrey P. Moran, “‘Modernism Gone Mad: Sex Education Comes to Chicago, 1913,” Journal of American History 83 (1996), 481-513.
   Jonathan Zimmerman, “The Queen of the Lobby’: Mary Hunt, Scientific Temperance, and the Dilemma of Democratic Education in America,” History of Education Quarterly 32 (1992), 1-30.

    Jonathan Zimmerman, “Ethnics Against Ethnicity: European Immigrants and Foreign-Language Instruction, 1890-1940,” Journal of American History 88 (2002), 1383-1404.

October 3: Science Versus Religion? Scopes and Beyond
   Laats and Siegel, Teaching Evolution in a Creation Nation: Please submit three questions for the author, in place of a response paper.
October 10: Religion in the Schools, II: the 20th century
   Fraser, Between Church and State, chapters 7-10
   Zimmerman, Whose America, chapters 6-8
October 17: History Wars

   Zimmerman, Whose America?, chapters 1-5
October 24: Sexual Minorities and Schools
   Graves, And They Were Wonderful Teachers: Please submit three questions for the author, in place of a response paper.
October 31: Youth Cultures and Conflict in the Schools

   William Graebner, “Outlawing Teenage Populism: The Campaign Against Secret Societies in the American High School, 1900-1960,” Journal of American History 74 (1987), 411-435.

   Gael Graham, “Flaunting the Freak Flag: Karr v. Schmidt and the Great Hair Debate in American High Schools, 1965-1975,” Journal of American History 91 (2004), 522-543.

   William Reese, “Reefer Madness and a Clockwork Orange,” in Learning from the Past: What History Teaches us about School Reform, ed. Diane Ravitch and Maris Vinvoskis (Johns Hopkins University Press, 1995), 355-381.
November 7: Comparing Culture Wars, I: Sex Ed and Bilingual Ed
   Petrzela, Classroom Wars: Please submit three questions for the author, in place of a response paper.
November 14: Comparing Culture Wars, II: Sex Education, the U.S. and the World

   Zimmerman, Too Hot to Handle
November 21: The Opt-Out Solution: Homeschooling in America

   Kunzman, Write These Laws: Please submit three questions for the author, in place of a response paper.

November 28: “Censorship” in the Schools

   Ross, Lessons in Censorship
December 5: Class presentations, I

December 12: Class presentations, II
December 15: Class presentations, III
December 19: Final Paper Due
