New York Sept 13.
°Dear Chief; *1"“
Hate to bother you absut a comparatively small matter, but here
is where I appeal to Caesar.
There appears to be some hitch between theéNational Committee
and the!New York state comaittee about the film. They have asked us
to send down a duplicate negative to make a short film of tke same
material. That's all right. But t%? add in effect that they have
‘decided against a2 national distribution of the’"naster of Emergenciesg"
film. And that's where I protest.
I didn't really know what we had -- I was so sick of the mater-
igl -- until I saw it shown in Clayville New York night before last -=-
the first time I saw it tried on an audience. Since the idea of doing
this thing was in tle beginning’Alan Fox's, not mine, I can say
without immodesty that it was a knockout. In the first place, when the7
le%ﬁed tht there was going to be a picture, people came in from
the surrounding farms until the overflow outside of the hall was twice
as great as its capaci ty. 9&2& had to repeat it and re-repeat it.
In the second place, they went wild over it - to the point of tears.
By the end, they were sobbing all over the house. And when they
cry, you've got 'em. Those tears mean votes. Toward the end
they were applauding all the titles, and finally they stood up
and cheercd. Several of the local politicians.saw it with me. They
rushed orders for it. One of them said that he intended to show it
in every town in the Mohawk Valley. From every other place
where it has been shown, we have reports of about the same resulis.
Notably‘Boston, where it was put on afﬁer %enator Curtis's speech.
Concerning the effect there, I believe*Chris Herter ox‘thn Richardson
have written you.

Now if the National Committee me ans that for some political reason



“or other they don't want to =ssume the responsibility of distributing
it, well and good. We have our own machinery of distribution, and
change of machines would cost time. But if they want to withdraw it,
T think/and so do all who have vwitnessed its effect un audiences, that
it would be a great mistake. The idea was to use it in place of speak-
ers in small places where it is hard to get a good speaker. And in
those circumstances, I'm sure it's a better vote;gétter than any
local politician. I remember that .he night you saw it you said that
it would get votes only from the morons. But at least three-fourths of
the voters,in my opinion,are moronic enough to be persuaded by tlheir

eyes and Lheir emclious. And our reports feom Lhis film seem to

show that. .
. e N.C. wy’*’&
There's no objection, I repeat, to thedr Lakin g our, m terial and

making zeparate short iilms. But if fney try to cut this toing
down to half its present length, they only ruin its efiect. KARXXX
Any successful piece of work which involves art is right at ils own
length. A good sound short story of 6000 words,cut tc 3000 words, is
nothing at all. It evaporates. And it would be so with ihis.

We have ten prints running through New York and five in MassachusettS’
with more demanded. We'd like a chance to shoot it through all the
doubtful northeastern states. We know we've got a vote-getter. As
the Mayor of Uticdsaid to me after we showed it at Clayville,"It
recreates in audiences the mood we had to;ar,d Hoover at the end of the
war."

yours as ever,



